[Ectopic hormone producing cells in non-small cell lung carcinoma (non-SCLC) and heterogeneity of lung cancer].
68 cases of non-SCLG were investigated by immunohisto-chemical technique to detect ectopic hormone producing cells and to study the heterogeneity of non-SCLC. Histologic heterogeneity was observed in 11 of 68 non-SCLC and 24 (35.3%) cases displayed hormone immunoreactivity. Ten cases were positive for NSE. More than one type of hormone producing cells could be detected in 11 tumors. Both neutral and acid mucoproteins in variable quantities were observed in 17 tumors that contained the hormone or NSE producing cells. The results indicate that there is functional heterogeneity in non-SCLC, and all types of lung carcinoma may have a common cellular origin.